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Mattabassett negotiations on shaky ground
By Chris Terramane

Negotiations to allow Middletown
a seat on the Mattabassett District
Board of Directors are in a precari-
ous position this week.

Last month's agreement for new
wording to the Mattabassett District
charter proposes to give Berlin,
Cromwell, Middietown and New
Britain an equal number of seats for
the first time in more than 40 years.

These changes would reduce the
number of New Britain's represen-
tatives on the Board of Directors.

"The method they use to deter-
mine the number of representatives
on the board is ridiculous," New
Britain Mayor Tim Stewart said
Monday, "I don't agree with the new
legislation proposal either.
Representation should be based on
usage, not population."

The latest agreement to allow
Middletown representation on the
board proposes to restructure the
allocation of seats and give each
town three representatives, regard-
less of population.

Mattabassett District Executive
Director BrianArmet said New Britain
now hopes to change the charter to
allow for more total board members,
gling that city more representatives.

The current board is made up of
six representatives from New
Britain, three from Cromwell and
three from Berlin.

Mattabassett District's charter
a]lows for 12 members total on the
board. Seats are assigned to towns
according to population, and seat totals
are redistributed every 10 years follow-
ing the release of census information.

New Britain is the only commu-
nity of the four on the board with
100 percent waste flow to the
Mattabassett District facilitv.

Seen recently at the Mattabassett District facility in Cromwell are two final clarifiers and the
land where the district would add in some of its upgrades. (Photo by Chris Terramane)

Giuliano could not be reached for
comment.

The changes to the charter word-
ing regarding the Board of Directors
coincides with upgrades to the
Mattabassett District's denitrogena-
tion abilities.

According to Armet, these
upgrades could cost $100 million,
and would allow the district to se1l

cial for us to take Middletown in on
the board because it allows the cost
to be spread across four towns
instead of three."

Berlin, Cromwell and New
Britain agreed to al1ow Midletown
representation on the Board of
Directors for $13 million.

The decision came at the end of
March, foilowing negotiations last-


